
memo 

Establishing natural resource protections is a key focus in the PC work right now. Having heard 

from other commissioners and public interest, and via current city plans and reports, we’ve 

identified the following goals related to our natural resources: 

o Water Quality (surface waters, future waterways and water movements, buffering) 

o Wildlife Habitat (including movements and connections) 

o Agricultural Sustainability and Success (food security) 

o Aesthetics (scenic views) 

o Hazards (flooding, erosion, etc) 

o We’d also like to assess and incorporate some of the restoration ideas proposed by 

Commissioner Ostby which go beyond simple ‘protection’. 

We recognize that this should be done in balance with all Comp Plan goals, with the overall 

objective being to provide for the public good.  The Comp Plan gives us a mandate to balance 

multiple goals: Affordable & Community Strong, Walkable, Green and Clean, and Opportunity-

Oriented. 

We want to make sure we identify a problem or goal and then choose the best tool in our 

toolbox to assist. We are now ready to work through the goals to determine the best available 

tools for each, using the data sources, priorities and information gleaned in the last several 

months.  

Next Steps and Actions 

Fully examining natural resources was not originally intended to be part of the PUD project and 

was listed as a large project on the Commission’s long work plan. However, the Commission has 

agreed that it is critically important work that can and deserves time and effort. Leadership 

proposes to take the lead through the next few steps to be efficient and expedient while the 

end of IZ approaches and the PUD project remains very busy.  

We will include the Chair of the IZ Open Space Committee (Allan Strong or designee) and invite 

Jens Hilke from VT ANR and staff.  
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We’ll use information gathered to date to determine how to regulate resources based on the 

identified priorities, choosing the tools that support the goals in a predictable, fair, and useable 

way. All known data sets will be checked against each goal for inclusion or exclusion and each 

goal will be checked against each possible data set.  As 1) forested areas and wildlife especially 

are not as easily field delineated and 2) some areas- eg City Center- may not be appropriate for 

the same forest block measures, for example, the solution may include or exclude some or all of 

the resource layers we’ve discussed to date, or perhaps even new ones. 

• We are seeking committee endorsement to allow us to begin work and return to the 

commission as soon as possible with a specific proposal that could include: 

o  Draft language 

o Mapped overlay or district to capture the resources that don’t match directly 

with state or federal data sources (eg, forest blocks) 

o  We hope to return to the Commission for the first July meeting 

 


